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excerpt from LEAVES OF GRASS
by WALT WHITMAN

Who goes there? Hankering, gross, mystical, nude;
How is it | extract strength from the beef | eat?

What is a man anyhow? what am I? what are you!?

All | mark as my own you shall offset it with your own,
Else it were time lost listening to me.

Why should | pray? why should | venerate and be

ceremonious?

Having pried through the strata, analyzed to a hair,
counsel'd with doctors and calculated close,
| find no sweeter fat than sticks to my own bones.

In all people | see myself, none more and not one a barley-
corn less,

And the good or bad | say of myself | say of them.

| know | am solid and sound,

To me the converging objects of the universe perpetually

flow,

All are written to me, and | must get what the writing

means.

| know | am deathless,

| know this orbit of mine cannot be swept by a carpenter's
compass,

I know | shall not pass like a child's carlacue cut with a
burnt stick at night.

| know | am august,

| do not trouble my spirit to vindicate itself or be

understood,

| see that the elementary laws never apologize,

(I reckon | behave no prouder than the level | plant my
house by, after all.)
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| exist as | am, that is enough,
If no other in the world be aware | sit content,
And if each and all be aware | sit content.

One world is aware and by far the largest to me, and that is
myself,

And whether | come to my own to-day or in ten thousand
or ten million years,

| can cheerfully take it now, or with equal cheerfulness |
can wait.
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HENRY DAVID THOREAU (1892-1940)

American writer and naturalist who wrote, “I
wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow
of life.” He is best known for his book Walden,
which detailed his choice to live simply in nature
for two years.

WALT WHITMAN (1819-1892)

One of the greatest wanderers of all time,
Whitman participated fully in his experience
every time he went out in the world. His prose
was the result of his daily roaming around the
streets of New York City.

ROBERT W. SERVICE (1874-1958)
British-Canadian poet and writer. He wrote,
“Verse, not poetry is what | was after... something
the man in the street would take notice of... yet |
never wrote to please anyone but myself; it just
\happened. | belonged to the simple folks whom |

liked to please.”
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WALKING PART 4

Henry David Thoreau
POETRY from Walt Whitman
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